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The SR 185 Corridor 
       Intersection of Park Avenue and College Street/Nicklin Avenue 

       Intersection of Park Avenue and Broadway Street 

       Intersection of Broadway Street and North Street 

       Intersection of Ash Street and Broadway Street 

       Intersection of Ash Street and Downing Street 

       Intersection of Ash Street and Main Street 
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Existing Conditions Discussion 
The intersection of Park Avenue with College Street and Nicklin Avenue 
is a combination of two signalized “tee” type intersections controlled by 
one traffic signal controller.  Nicklin Avenue is the north leg of the 
intersection and is located approximately 190 feet east of College Street, 
which is the south leg of the intersection.  Each approach has a single lane.   
The actuated signal has a 70-second cycle length and has left turn signals 
on the westbound approach of Park Avenue at College Street and on the 
eastbound approach of Park Avenue at Nicklin Avenue. Parking 
restrictions vary near the intersection and are provided in detail on the 
existing conditions diagram.  The Nicklin Learning Center is located just 
north of this intersection.  The primary concern at this intersection is the 
warrant status of the existing traffic signal.  This signal may have been 
installed initially due to its location between a school and a residential 
area and likely provided for school traffic capacity and pedestrian 
crossings. 

Public Comments 
− “There has been pressure from parents to keep the traffic signal due 

to students walking to school.” 

− “School pedestrian traffic is no longer an issue.” 
− “Traffic signal should stay in place due to the Nicklin Learning Center 

unless pedestrian volumes are low.” 
− “There is confusion with the signal operation.  It is difficult to 

determine if the opposing traffic has the green light.” 
− “The intersection worked well as a four-way stop when the traffic 

signal was temporarily out of service.” 

− “There was a hospital near this intersection that has since closed.”  

Analyses Results 
− Traffic signal warrants are not met 
− Three reported crashes at the intersection from Jan. 2005 to June 

2008 

Recommendations 
Due to the proximity of this intersection to the Nicklin Learning Center, 
the number of pedestrians observed during school times, and the unusual 
intersection configuration, it is recommended that this traffic signal be 
retained.   

 
 

Aerial Photo: 

Photo: Looking West 

Existing Conditions 
• Span-wire traffic signals 
• Offset “tee” type intersections 
• Nicklin Learning Center located just 

north of this intersection 

Crash History 
• 3 reported crashes from 2005-2008 
• No specific pattern 

Recommendation 
• Retain traffic signal 

Intersection at a Glance 
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INTERSECTION DIAGRAM 
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Existing Conditions Discussion 
The intersection of Park Avenue with Broadway Street is signal controlled 
and has four approaches intersecting at a 90-degree angle.  There is a 
single lane on each approach.   The intersection is located in a residential 
area.  Ann Mira Das Park is located in the northeast corner of the 
intersection.  The pretimed signal has a 70-second cycle length with two 
phases.  Parking restrictions vary near the intersection and are provided 
in detail on the existing conditions diagram.  The west and south legs of 
the intersection are designated as SR 185.  The primary concern at this 
intersection is the warrant status of the existing traffic signal.  This signal 
may have been installed initially due to its location on the State Route. 
 

Public Comments 
− “There used to be a school on one corner of the intersection that is 

no longer there.” 

− “There is truck traffic on SR 185.” 

− “Consider re-routing SR 185 to a less residential area.” 
− “If SR 185 were to be re-routed, the traffic signal would not be 

needed at this intersection.”  
 

Analyses Results 
− Traffic signal warrants are not met 
− Three reported crashes at the intersection from Jan. 2005 to June 

2008 

 

Recommendations 
Due to the fact that SR 185 is routed through this intersection and that 
the existing traffic signals at the Broadway Street intersections with North 
Street and Ash Street are recommended to remain in operation, it is 
recommended that the traffic signal at this intersection remain in 
operation as well.  Keeping this traffic signal in operation will provide 
consistency in the traffic control along Broadway Street.  However, in 
order to reduce unnecessary stopping and delays, particularly for 
motorists on Park Avenue, it is recommended that the traffic signal be 
converted to actuated operation with pedestrian pushbuttons and 
pedestrian signal indications.  The signal should rest in green on the Park 
Avenue phase. 

Aerial Photo: 

Photo: Looking South 

Existing Conditions 
• Span-wire traffic signal 
• Single lane approaches 
• SR 185 carried by west and south legs 

Crash History 
• 3 reported crashes from 2005-2008 
• Primarily angle type crashes 

Recommendation 
• Retain traffic signal 
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Existing Conditions Discussion 
The intersection of Broadway Street with North Street is signal 
controlled and has four approaches intersecting at a 90-degree angle.  
There is a single lane on each approach.   The intersection is located in a 
residential area.  The pretimed signal has a 70-second cycle length with 
two phases.  Parking restrictions vary near the intersection and are 
provided in detail on the existing conditions diagram.  Broadway Street is 
designated as SR 185 through this intersection.  Piqua Catholic School is 
located just west of this intersection.  A number of pedestrians were 
observed crossing the roadway at this intersection during school arrival 
and dismissal periods.  The primary concern at this intersection is the 
warrant status of the existing traffic signal.  This signal may have been 
installed initially due to its location on the State Route. 
 

Public Comments 
− No specific comments were discussed regarding this intersection.  
 

Analyses Results 
− Traffic signal warrants are not met 

− Two reported crashes at the intersection from Jan. 2005 to June 2008 

 

Recommendations 
Due to the pedestrian crossings observed at this intersection during the 
school arrival and dismissal periods, it is recommended that the traffic 
signal at this intersection be retained.  However, in order to reduce 
unnecessary stopping and delays, particularly for motorists on Broadway 
Street, it is recommended that the traffic signal be converted to actuated 
operation with pedestrian pushbuttons and pedestrian signal indications.  
The signal should rest in green on the Broadway Street phase. 

 
 

Aerial Photo: 

Photo: Looking North 

Existing Conditions 
• Span-wire traffic signal 
• Single lane approaches 
• Located near Piqua Catholic School 

Crash History 
• 2 reported crashes from 2005-2008 
• Angle type crashes 

Recommendation 
• Retain traffic signal 
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Existing Conditions Discussion 
The intersection of Ash Street with Broadway Street is signal controlled 
and has four approaches intersecting at a 90-degree angle.  There is a 
single lane on each approach.   The intersection is located in a residential 
area.  The pretimed signal has a 60-second cycle length with two phases.  
Parking restrictions vary near the intersection and are provided in detail 
on the existing conditions diagram.  The north and east legs of the 
intersection are designated as SR 185.  Shrubbery in the southwest corner 
and part of a home and a tree in the northeast corner partially restrict 
visibility at the intersection.  The primary concern at this intersection is 
the warrant status of the existing traffic signal.  This signal may have been 
installed initially due to its location on the State Route. 
 

Public Comments 
− “Traffic signal is not needed.”  
 

Analyses Results 
− Traffic signal warrants are not met 

− No reported crashes at the intersection from Jan. 2005 to June 2008 

 

Recommendations 
Due to the fact that SR 185 is routed through this intersection and that 
this intersection is conveniently located for motorists that want to divert 
from Ash Street to High Street and vice-versa, it is recommended that the 
traffic signal at this intersection remain in operation.  However, in order 
to reduce unnecessary stopping and delays, particularly for motorists on 
Broadway Street, it is recommended that the traffic signal be converted 
to actuated operation with pedestrian pushbuttons and pedestrian signal 
indications. The signal should rest in green on the Ash Street phase. 

 
 

Aerial Photo: 

Photo: Looking South 

Existing Conditions 
• Span-wire traffic signal 
• Single lane approaches 
• SR 185 carried by north and east legs 

Crash History 
• 0 reported crashes from 2005-2008 
 

Recommendation 
• Retain traffic signal 
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Existing Conditions Discussion 
The intersection of Ash Street with Downing Street is signal controlled 
and has four approaches intersecting at a 90-degree angle.  There is a 
single lane on each approach.   The intersection is located in a residential 
area.  The pretimed signal has a 70-second cycle length with two phases.  
Parking restrictions vary near the intersection and are provided in detail 
on the existing conditions diagram.  Ash Street is designated as SR 185 
through this intersection.  A church building on the southeast corner of 
the intersection partially restricts sight distance at the intersection; 
however, visibility is adequate if motorists stop beyond the stop bar 
closer to the intersection.  The primary concerns at this intersection are 
the warrant status of the existing traffic signal as well as the timing and/or 
operation of the existing traffic signal and whether the  signal should be 
coordinated with adjacent traffic signals.  This signal may have been 
installed initially due to its location on the State Route and its proximity 
to the central business district. 
 

Public Comments 
− “Traffic signal is not needed.” 

− “Two-way stop may be appropriate.”  
 

Analyses Results 
− Traffic signal warrants are not met 
− Three reported crashes at the intersection from Jan. 2005 to June 

2008 

− Two-way stop control with stop signs on Downing Street provides 
adequate capacity 

 

Recommendations 
It is recommended that consideration be given to the removal of the 
traffic signal at this intersection.  Based on the traffic volumes entering the 
intersection on each roadway, two-way stop control with stop signs on 
Downing Street is recommended.  Also, curb bump-outs should be 
considered to provide adequate locations for stop sign visibility.  These 
modifications could be performed in conjunction with the potential future 
re-routing of SR 185. 

Aerial Photo: 

Photo: Looking North 

Existing Conditions 
• Span-wire traffic signal 
• Single lane approaches 
• Located in residential area 

Crash History 
• 3 reported crashes from 2005-2008 
• Primarily rear-end type crashes 

Recommendation 
• Consider replacing traffic signal with 

two-way stop, with stop signs on 
Downing Street 
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Existing Conditions Discussion 
The intersection of Ash Street with Main Street has four approaches 
intersecting at a 90-degree angle and is currently signal controlled.  The 
Ash Street approaches each have two lanes - one left-turn only lane and 
one through-right shared lane.   Both directions of Main Street have single 
lane approaches.  Left-turns from Main Street are prohibited at this 
intersection.  The actuated signal has a 70-second cycle length with two 
phases.  Parking restrictions vary near the intersection and are provided 
in detail on the existing conditions diagram.  Ash Street is designated as 
SR 185 through this intersection.  This intersection is located in the 
central business district.  The primary concerns at this intersection are 
whether or not the existing traffic signal is warranted, to determine if 
there is an appropriate balance between the use of turn lanes and on-
street parking in the area of this intersection, and to determine if the on-
street parking layout interferes with the operation of the intersection.  
This traffic signal was likely installed initially due to its location in the 
central business district.     

 

Public Comments 
− “Need to determine if left turn lanes are needed.” 

− “There is a significant number of left turns made from Ash Street.”  
 

Analyses Results 
− Traffic Signal Warrant 8 is met 

− Two reported crashes at the intersection from Jan. 2005 to June 2008 

− Adequate capacity is provided with and without left-turn lanes on Ash 
Street 

 

Recommendations 
Due to the potential for future growth in traffic volumes, the fact that  
Signal Warrant 8 is met, and the intersection’s location along SR 185 in 
the central business district, it is recommended that the traffic signal and 
the existing lane configuration be retained.   

 

Aerial Photo: 

Photo: Looking North 

Existing Conditions 
• Mast arm traffic signal 
• Left-turn lanes Ash Street 
• Left turns prohibited from Main Street 
• Located in central business district 

Crash History 
• 2 reported crashes from 2005-2008 
• No specific pattern 

Recommendation 
• Retain traffic signal and existing lane 

configuration. 
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